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cent to the sacrifice of its sacrificing daughters In India, a daughter
is regarded as a burden, but in Japan she is a blessing to her parents
Their spirit of love for parents is wonderfully noble Everv year
hundreds of girls sell themselves to feed their starving parents, who
are victims of poor economic conditions in agriculture Girls are
the saviours of Japan Take, for instance, the industries of Japan
Industries 1 hrive on Them
According to the latest official figures, in the spinning and weaving
industry alone they furnish 824 per cent of the man power, the
number of female operatives being 740,511 as against only 158,281
males In miscellaneous industries they furnish 543 per cent Al
though males outnumber them in lumber, machinery, chemicals,
foods, ceramics, printing and bookbinding, gas and electric works,
and the metal industries, yet when the grand totals are summed up,
women and girls are still in the lead, numbering 886,234 workers
as against 774,098, or 63 4 per cent
If now we broaden the scope of this inquiry so as to include all
gainful occupations it appears that out of the 29,000,000 women in
Japan proper 9,930,000 are wage earners, again more than half of the
total number of wige-earners In late years they have steadily moved
upward from exclusively women industries ' into the metallic and
mechanical fields, and have also shown a tendency to rise from phys
ical work to mental In 1931 there were 3,986 women physicians
and pharmacists, 154,153 nurses and midwives In other groups the
latest available figures are for 1928, when there were 96,081 women
teachers , 46,737 communications employees, including, of course,
telephone girls, and 9,452 railway helpers Typists and shopgirls
are legion Of 17,000 women workers in Tokyo 7657 per cent
contribute to the support of their families, besides earning their
their own living The majority of these are from sixteen to twenty
five years old, and earn an average monthly wage of thirty yen On
this they can live and save a litde